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Maryland'’s Horse Month!

Capital Challenge - Maryland 5 Star .« Fair Hill History
Washington International Regional * Travel Storieg
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by Alex Abella, NIHC Member

Tmagine an island illed with all black st
lions and mares, dotted with quaint white
villages, surrounded by turguoise: waters and
kissed by soft Mediterrancan breezes, in e
nowned ecological ietuge, where there are more
horses per capita than anywhere around,

SWell, thats owr claim anyway,” says Ma
teu Pong, owner of Algendar Rutes, a horse
Lack excursions outfit w the Spanish island
of Menorea, located in the western Mediter-
rancan. "Other people from Europe have come
to ride here and made the same claim about
their town or region, but none have so many of
such a unique breed as we have here”

Indeed, the Purcbred Menorea Horse and its
island of birth make the most beautiful of cou-
ples. It is nothing short of a marriage, a marriage
of centuries, an historical marriage, and the stufl
that equestrian dreams are made of. This became
my unexpected dream vacation this summer.

Dark, handsome, brave and kind, the Menor-
<a Horse is said to be descended from various
Spanish island and mainland breeds, as well as
from the breeds of the many invaders the cen-
turies brought to this land. To ride the Menor-
can Horse through his magical island is to live
history, from the crystalline beaches that beck-
oned Phocenicians, Greeks and Carthaginians,
through the still existing cobblestone routes of
the Romans, past the influences of Moorish in-
vasions, the kingdoms of Mallorca and Aragon,
and beyond the remnants of French and Eng-
lish occupations. The significance of the names
of farm estates, the stone walls along the paths,
the castles in the distance, and the archacologi-

cal wonders, is laid out before you as you ride
through on your majestic black stallion, And no,
nonc of this is exaggeration or literary licensc.

The Menorcan Horse breed as it is today is
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thought to e 200 years old, wn it han heen
the centet ol the island w holidays and (o vl
tiew (o that tongat least The Fean of 'S¢, fohin,
hehd in June i the cantle topped ity of Cin
adell, s the best lanown, but a atay in Menorea
quickly divalpes the trae connection of 1he
lorse to s people: everybody and their conuin
reports rearing onoa Menorea stallion throogh
the streets durlng sununer festivities in their
own! In faet, the traditional wnd spectacalar
hoty," in which the horses rem and walle or
jump several feet on their hind legs while peo
ple reach out o touch them (o pood luck, is
the pride and joy of every Menorcan s memory
bank. “Look, this is me riding in the town of
Ferreries' festivities, und this iv my daughter's
girlfriend doing the bot among the people us
well," exclaims Biel Febrer, as he shows me vid
cos and pictures on his phone, readily availuble
at the touch of one button,

FFebrer works in Menorca’s renowned shoc
industry and his memories are just as generous
and ready and joylul as the original moments.
"Lhe pride over the horses and the traditions of
the island is palpable and infectious in every-
one you meet; even our taxi ride to the airport
divulged another “bot” rider, Sometimes even
children ride in the festivities, “Everyone in
Menorca is either from the sea and has a “llaut”
(the typical Menorcan boat), or is from the
land and has a Menorcan horse, Some families
do both!” Mateu Pons proudly exclaimed.

"Ihat passion for the heritage of Menorcu is
how its endangered breed has evolved through-
out the centuries, bred by the island’s people for
battle, for farming, for carriage driving, for fes-
tivities and for any task required, with colt:\i kept
as studs whenever possible to ensure its future.
A breed association was formed in 1988 and a
stud book in 2008, and the breed standard today
is for an ¢legant and agile black horse that starts

]

Bi| Febrer doing the “bot” at ho Ferreries’ Annual Festivities

Alex Abella on a four-year-old sfal-
lion in Menorcan tack riding on the
Cami Cavalls, the historic horse
route that traverses Menorca.

The horses al
the Son Mar-
forellet show.
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onthe vbind was oser to 16 bands and <Lihitly

above and 1 eyen pot v pde o 1/ baed, four

year old tallion 1hat rigehit as el boave been
Ao |',|||y horee bie was vy oale Crnly thes e thar

have been 1o an A tor votbost Ve or trasler o
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deny P anll drearming of that boso!

Incredibly sure foored, they oome Lae s
poatn through the frequently rocby Menos
Jandec ape. Mot of the aalbions ard poldiey
are worked i Menorcan deeoage i teaion e
Menorcan tack

cduding
cantle saddle te hold yoa i while
“hot

£ty

and all are extenowely read o e |
breed is also starting to cuter clavesal dresay
in Spamn and throughaout Farope wik e
mcredibly docile and cooperative eee
being one of their maost beloved rrae

Today, several of the 1 lind
working to grow beyond the e
registered horses and there are several i
ing outfits on the island 1o familiar 2z roarr
with the breed and the land © buorary Ther
is also an exhibition hall, Son Martoreles shar
hosts a wonderful weekly show with Lve o
lights, classical dressage routines, work or Lt
erty, and several demonstrations o Menosoa
dressage with the traditional bots

If being on a beautiful island 15 nor enond

bigerdery are

of a magical experience and opportuniny e L
connect, imagine being a horsepersan om ok
island where horses are at the cenrer of Tre s

to top it all off. Everywhere vou drive, fields Soe
ted with black horses. Evervone vou spean t o
lover of horses, One cannot possibly Lve theoaz?
such a unique experience without dreaming o
return, so 1'm already planning tor an cven dee
er look into this umque sland and e b

summer. Who's coming with e
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